
     
Guidelines and Procedures 

for resuming public Mass for the Pastoral Region 
beginning May 25, 2020 

 

Assumption and St. Margaret Mary Parishes are excited to welcome you back to church!   
Some friendly reminders: 
 

• the faithful continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass/holy days 
of obligation for the foreseeable future, especially those most vulnerable to Covid-19 (as 
given by Archbishop Schnurr, 5-8-20) 

• those who wish to participate in Mass and receive Holy Communion may do so by 
attending Mass other than Sunday, during the week. 

• those who are at-risk or fearful that they or their family might become sick are 
encouraged to stay home and view Mass by other media sources. 

• Anyone with symptoms of Covid-19, a cold, or flu are NOT to attend church. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE AND GUIDELINES 
Weekend Mass Times: 

at Assumption Church  
on Saturday @ 3:00 p.m. (please note changed time) 
on Sunday   @ 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 at St. Margaret Mary Church 
  on Saturday @ 4:30 p.m. 
  on Sunday   @ 10:00 a.m. (please note changed schedule) 
 

Weekday Mass times: 
   Monday & Tuesday @ 8:30 a.m. at Assumption Church 

    Thursday & Friday  @ 8:30 a.m. at St. Margaret Mary Church. 
For the present, the schedule of Saturday morning Masses have been suspended. 
 

Approximate capacity of the church with the new distancing guidelines: 
 at Assumption Church:  110 
 at St. Margaret Mary Church: 128 
 

To maintain social distancing of 6’ between individuals, with the allowance that persons (family 
members) of the same household may sit in the same row, pews have been blocked off and 
marked for seating.  There will be an empty pew behind each row of seated individuals.  
Ushers will provide directions for seating.   
With the needed arrangement for distancing you may not be able to sit where you wish. Once 
the newly set maximum capacity has been reached, marked pews filled, the church doors will 
have to be closed, with no further admittance.         (contn’d !) 



Guidelines and Procedures for the pastoral region (continued) 

• You are asked to wear a facial mask when gathering in this congregant setting. 
• You are asked to keep 6’ around you from the time you leave your car until you return to your car 

(with allowance for those from the same household in the same manner it applies for the marked 
distance seating in pews). At Assumption Parish you are asked to use only the two entrances from 
the parking lot. At St. Margaret Mary Parish use the LaBoiteaux Ave. ramp door and the church/ 
parish office door from the parking lot. Other entrances will remain locked that a count may be kept 
in light of limited capacity seating. Church doors will be propped open to minimize touch. 

• You are asked to not congregate at the entrances and doors of the church as we keep social 
distancing both inside and outside of church. 

• Upon entering church each person is asked to use the hand sanitizer found at the entrances. 
• With hymnals and other worship aid cards removed from the pew racks, one may take possession of 

one of the now removed hymnals for personal use/possession for that liturgy and then future 
Sundays. This will be yours and must be taken home/brought back for personal use. Anything, 
books/prayer cards and other personal items, left in pews, should be taken with you when you leave 
as they will be removed and discarded after each liturgy. 
If disposable worship aids would begin to be used at one of the parishes, these papers too must be 
taken with you and placed in the receptacles provided for discarding. 

• When preparing to move for seating, follow the directions of the ushers, with the awareness that 
seating will take place first in the front pews of the church, then working toward the back pews. 

• Every effort should be taken to keep from moving in front/behind others once you are in the pew.  
If you are a person who normally has to use the restroom during Mass, please go before and sit at a 
place at the end of a pew. 

• Collection baskets will be at the doors of the church. 
• There should not be physical contact during the Lord’s Prayer, nor will the invitation to exchange 

the sign of peace be said.   
• At the two churches, the reception of Holy Communion on the tongue and from the cup is 

suspended until further notice in light of the serious contagious aspects of Covid-19. 
• The Communion procession will follow the pattern of a single line procession for each station: 

at Assumption Church there will be three stations (center aisle, & front two sides of the church); 
at St. Margaret Mary Church there will be two stations (center aisle front and center aisle back).  
Follow ushers’ directions.  
When forming the single line, remain in center of aisle to best keep the appropriate 6’ distancing 
from those still in the pews. When next in line to receive Communion, pause at the marked 
horizontal line at each station, then respond to the invitation “The Body of Christ” with your 
response of “Amen”, then move forward, removing your mask to receive the host. As you turn to 
move away from the station you should replace the mask and then continue to move to your seat. 

• If you are not going to receive Communion, you should come forward and simply turn to return to 
your pew in the procession, this will keep from persons passing in front or behind one another. 

• At the end of the liturgy, it is expected that all will stay in place until all are dismissed, then follow 
the direction of the ushers, dismissing one section, first those in the back pews, working toward the 
front pews, in order that all will not leave at one time and the movement of persons will have you 
facing one another and 6’ distancing will continue as we leave. 

• Because of its small size, the cry room will be closed to use at liturgies. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and patience with these matters. 
It is important that they be followed by EVERYONE. 


