
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
I write this letter as the presence of Covid-19 continues in our country and our community without any abatement  
for the foreseeable future. Guidelines continue for wearing facial masks, social distancing and other practices of hygiene 
to mitigate and contain the spread of the virus, especially among those we know who are most vulnerable. We’ve already 
experienced changes, postponements and cancellations of so many expected seasonal events, planned celebrations  
and gatherings. 
 
This has also been true for the planned celebrations of the 100th anniversary of St. Margaret Mary parish. We have 
already had to postpone or cancel the planned updating of our parish pictorial directory; the opening Mass with an  
after-Mass pancake breakfast; the Reds game; and most recently, the cancellation of the Parking Lot Party.  
 
The Centennial Committee met on July 16 to assess our ability to hold future events for the parish’s 100th anniversary 
celebration. It became clear that we can’t move forward with any confidence due to possible changes in health orders for 
our area and the need for further cancellations as we are faced with increased positive testing and hospitalizations. We 
recognized the limiting effect the present norms for social distancing and reduced capacity would have on any gathering, 
especially the major gathering planned for October. After an honest discussion about the enjoyment one would be able to 
experience at a community meal with everyone wearing a facial mask and abiding by the norms of social distancing it was 
agreed to postpone the remaining planned 100th Anniversary events for 2020—with the exception of the Mass celebrated 
here by Archbishop Schnurr.  
 
The current plan is for the scheduled anniversary Mass to take place—with the spiritual benefits it will bring to the 
community—on Sunday, October 11 with Archbishop Schnurr if he is able to safely join us while we are still in our actual 
100th anniversary year. It will be scaled back due to the need to abide by the norms of social distancing with reduced 
capacity in the church and the guidelines for safe celebration of public Mass—no processions, limited music ministry, no 
choir and other required safe practices. Consideration is being given to holding a smaller and more reasonable after-Mass 
gathering outdoors or to still honor the event in some special way since the luncheon is now cancelled. 
 
It is hoped that the pandemic crisis will be alleviated or contained in 2021 and that some of the events can then take place 
in a more normal way, such as a community Mass and gathering scheduled near the feast of St. Margaret Mary in October 
of 2021. In the meantime, there will be an effort to provide other opportunities that require fewer concerns for social 
distancing by being held outdoors, such as the Kona Ice truck event that took place here on the grounds on July 1.  
 
As this unexpected year continues, I ask you to keep St. Margaret Mary Parish in your prayers as we lift up our 
thanksgiving for what we have enjoyed these past 100 years with the richness of memories that so many hold for this 
community. Together we pray for the safekeeping of all parishioners and all people, and for the eradication of the  
Covid-19 contagion.   
 
In 2021, when the parish will be 100 + 1 years old, our celebration and confidence will remain through the Lord’s 
blessings and through our continued shared experience as the Catholic faith community in North College Hill.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Reverend Jerry Gardner 
Pastor 

  


